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Xiaowen Xu is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Psychological Sciences at the College of 
William & Mary. She earned her Ph.D. in Social/Personality Psychology from the University of Toronto, 
after which she accepted a postdoctoral position in Psychology at the University of Toronto before 
coming to William & Mary. She is interested in understanding how differences in political ideology are 
shaped by people’s dispositions, goals, and social behaviors. She is also interested in examining how 
individual differences (e.g., trait personality, political orientation) affect people’s defensive responses to 
different types of meaning threats.  

Short bio for Twitter: Xiaowen Xu is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Psychological Sciences 
at the College of William & Mary. She completed her PhD and postdoctoral training at the University of 
Toronto. Her research examines how individual differences influence people’s political ideology. 


